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Principal’s Message  
 

I hope that all of you have had a great holiday, and had opportunities to connect with those that 

you love. Our students and teachers are back “in class” and moving into 2021 with lots of 

excitement and learning. We are eager to have students back in the school building, and are 

making every effort to do that as soon as it is safe to do so. Even though we don’t know exactly 

when that will be, please watch for more information coming home very soon! 

 

As we resume virtual learning, please remember that, even when your child is wearing 

headphones, others can see and hear what is happening in the background. We are working to 

minimize any chance of someone hearing or seeing something that isn't school appropriate, and 

we appreciate any help in this effort.  

 

Next week we will have more materials ready for you to pick up for your elementary age and 

middle school art students. Middle school students who are not enrolled in art will not need to 

pick up items. Please drop by next Tuesday or Wednesday to pick up essential instructional 

items:  

● Tuesday, January 12, 7:30-2:00 
OR 

● Wednesday, January 13, 12:00-6:30 
 

I haven’t had any new questions sent in from families, so this is still a repeat. There is no new 

information below. I just want to make sure this information is easy to access, and that you have 

the link to send questions in when you have them. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions for Reopening Schools for Students: 
When do we get to bring students back into the building? Does DCD get to come back 
sooner than the rest of GBSD because we are in Clackamas County instead of Multnomah?  

http://www.gresham.k12.or.us/dcd


When we are able to meet the metrics, for both counties, we will be able to determine a date to 

start bringing students back. The rules require us to meet the metrics in both counties if we pull 

more than 10% of our students or staff from Multnomah County. At DCD, just under 10% of our 

students, and 48% of our staff, are from Multnomah County, which puts us well over that limit. 

Currently, the metrics do not allow us to start the process of bringing students back, and they 

are trending in the wrong direction to do so.  

 
Where can I find more information about the metrics?  
There is information posted on our GBSD website: https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9203 

For more information, see the ODE website: ODE Ready Schools, Safe Learners,  
ODE COVID-19 Metrics Explainer, or Oregon.gov’s info page. If you click on the “School Metrics” 

link on that page, you will see that both Clackamas and Multnomah Counties have metrics that 

are trending in the wrong direction for reopening schools at this point.  

 

Questions that are frequently asked and are still unanswered: 
When will students return to school? 

What will a students’ day look like when we return to in-person learning?  

Will we be doing a cohort/hybrid model, and if so, which cohort will by child be in? 

 

If you have other questions about the potential for bringing students back on-site that you 

would like me to try an answer next week, please use this form to send them to me: Parent 

Questions If you have trouble with the link, you can cut and paste this into your browser 

window: https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7 

 

GBSD, and the team at DCD, are committed to doing all we can to bring the best educational 

experience to our students. This includes bringing them back on-site, when it is safe to do so 

based on the guidance from ODE. Please trust we are working hard to be ready for this 

transition when it comes. Thank you for your ongoing support from home in distance learning in 

the meantime. 

 

Ms. Keeton 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9203
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Planning-for-the-2020-21-School-Year.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Following%20the%20Metrics%20Visual.pdf
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7


 

 

THIS WEEK’S ART: 
In December Mrs. Bergan's art classes learned how to blend 

watercolors to make a sunset background with a snowy, 

detailed white oil pastel resist.  Art students also learned a 

new technique of tracing their art with Crayola markers 

and then using a wet paintbrush to create a blurred, soft 

effect on their line drawings.  Wonderful Winter art artists! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Tuesday, January 12, 7:30am-2:00pm, Essential Materials Distribution for grades K-5, and 

middle school art students 

Wednesday, january 13, 12:00pm-6:30pm, Essential Materials Distribution for grades K-5, and 

middle school art students 

Monday, January 18:  No School for Students, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Thursday, January 28: Last Day of Semester 1 

Friday, January 29:  No School for Students, Grading Day 

 

 

 


